
11/6/2015 Sizing up clothes that fit a difficult task for some

file:///C:/Users/Terry/Google%20Drive/Websites/YPSP/Site%202015_2/press/PressofAtlanticCity.mht 1/2

<IMG height=1 src="http://192.168.122.2o7.net/b/ss/poacprod/1/F.1-XeLvs?
pageName=%2Ffront%2Findex.html&amp;server=pressofatlanticcity.com&amp;channel=Home&amp;c1=pressofatlanticcity.com%2Ffront%2Findex.html&amp;c2=_default&amp;c3=Unknown&amp;c4=pressofatlanticcity&amp;c5=Noscript5&amp;c6=Noscript6&amp;c7=Noscript7&amp;c8=Noscript8&amp;c9=Noscript9&amp;c10=Noscript10"
width=1 border=0>

<PRE style="PADDING-LEFT: 5px; FONT: bold 11px Arial; COLOR: #000; TEXT-
DECORATION: none"><A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/">Home</A> <A
href="http://www.legacy.com/PressOfAtlanticCity/obituaries.asp">Obituaries</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/celebrations">Special Occasions</A> <A
href="http://localsearch.pressofatlanticcity.com/sp?aff=14&amp;catId=200">Legal
Notices</A> <A href="http://pressac.p2ionline.com/SpecialSections/ss/splash.aspx">Special
Sections</A> <A href="http://localsearch.pressofatlanticcity.com/pa_frame.jsp?
url=http://pressac.p2ionline.com/PressACEntry/Default.aspx">Newspaper Ads</A> - NEWS
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/local/atlantic_city">Atlantic City</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/local/atlantic">Atlantic County</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/local/capemay">Cape May County</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/local/cumberland">Cumberland County</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/local/ocean">Ocean County</A> <A
href="http://forum.pressofatlanticcity.com/index.php">Discussion Board</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/newjersey">New Jersey</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/nation">Nation</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/world">World</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/special_reports">Special Reports</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/education">Education</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/politics">Politics</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/static/includes/weather/accuweather">Weather</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/lottery">Lottery</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/weirdnews">Weird News</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/site_services/news_archives">Archives</A> -
OPINION <A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/editorials">Editorials</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/letters">Letters</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/syndicated">Columns</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/commentary">Commentary</A> -
SPORTS <A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/highschool">High School</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/local">Local</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/boating_fishing">Boating and Fishing</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/golf/24hour">Golf</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/pro/mlb/phillies">Phillies/MLB</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/pro/nfl/eagles">Eagles/NFL</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/pro/nhl/flyers">Flyers/NHL</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/pro/nba/sixers">76ers/NBA</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/sports/nextel_cup">Nextel Cup</A> - BUSINESS
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/business">Local</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/stock_market">Stock Market</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/business/national">National</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/business/technology">Technology </A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/science_nature">Science &amp; Nature</A> -
ENTERTAINMENT <A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/ats/casinos">Casinos
</A> <A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/ats/night_life">Nightlife</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/ats/beach_boardwalk">Beach &amp;
Boardwalk</A> <A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/ats/dining">Dining Out</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/ats/movies">Movies</A> - LIFE <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/health_fitness">Health &amp; Fitness</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/home_garden">Home &amp; Garden</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/food_wine">Food &amp; Wine</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/travel_leisure">Travel &amp; Leisure</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/outdoors">Outdoors</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/senior">Aging</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/women">For Women</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/religion">Religion</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/life/family">Family</A> - PHOTO GALLERY <A
href="http://pressofac.mycapture.com/mycapture/userupload.asp">Share Your Photos</A>
<A href="http://pressofac.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp">Local Gallery</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/galleries">Wire Galleries</A> - <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/nie">NIE</A> - WEB EXTRAS <A
href="http://www.uclick.com/client/ppa/sudoc/">Sudoku</A> <A
href="http://www.uclick.com/client/ppa/fcx/">Daily Crossword</A> - SITE SERVICES <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/user_registration/login">Register</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/site_services/news_archives">News Archive</A>
<A href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/site_services/rss">Syndication</A> <A
href="http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/site_services/press_jobs/v-section">Press Jobs</A>
- ADVERTISE <A href="http://forms.pressofatlanticcity.com/mediakit2006.html">2006
Media Kit</A> <A
href="http://forms.pressofatlanticcity.com/mediakit2006/internet_1.pdf">Online Rates</A>
<A href="http://forms.pressofatlanticcity.com/pickpublication.html">Real Estate
Monthly</A> <A href="https://ads.pressofac.com/aotweb/ats_aot/ACP/index.jsp">Place an
Ad</A> <A href="http://pressofac.com/adbuilder">Ad Builder</A> <A
href="http://forms.pressofatlanticcity.com/careerexpo/careerexpo1.html">2006 Career
Expo</A> </PRE>

 All   
 Print Story  Email Story

<IMG height=1 src="http://192.168.112.2o7.net/b/ss/poacprod/1/F.1-XeLvs?
pageName=Sizing%20up%20clothes%20that%20fit%20a%20difficult%20task%20for%20some&amp;server=Unknown&amp;channel=Life&amp;c1=%2Flife%2Fstory%2F6874718p-
6740021c.html&amp;c2=_default&amp;c3=Unknown&amp;c4=pressofatlanticcity.com%20FTP&amp;c5=Noscript5&amp;c6=Noscript6&amp;c7=Noscript7&amp;c8=Noscript8&amp;c9=Noscript9&amp;c10=Noscript10"
width=1 border=0>
Sizing up clothes that fit a difficult task for some
By COURTNEY McCANN Staff Writer, (609) 272-7219
Published: Thursday, October 26, 2006
Dave Forsman scanned the racks of shoes at Payless Shoe Source in the Shore Mall in Egg Harbor Township with a practiced eye. 

His choices at the end of the process: clunky black boots or a pair of brown shoes that would fit right in at the bowling alley. That's life when 

“I can't shop at Macy's, let's put it that way,” the Seaville, Upper Township, resident said. “I have a tough time finding sleeves that are 
look good.”

Blame it on America's expanding waistlines or on the clothing industry's obsession with skinny people. But it's rare these days for 
bit too narrow. And it's not getting any better.

The most recent data from the National Center for Health Statistics shows that 30 percent of adults older than 20 in the United States are 
Bloomingdale's are slowly scaling back or eliminating their petite departments. That leaves small people in the same boat as tall people or 

Forsman works as a wine and liquor wholesaler. Ill-fitting clothes don't make for good sales. He drives 30 minutes north to go to 
of his shopping is done online or through mail-order catalogs such as Lands' End and Paul Frederick.

“It's just the inconvenience,” Forsman said. “I'm not an oddity, but I'm bigger than most people. They don't sell a lot out there for me.”

Leslie Maurer wishes that shopping for pants was easy.

A shopping trip for the 21-year-old Richard Stockton College of New Jersey student can take hours. Maurer has to sift through the racks and 
are petite. And they all range anywhere from a size 8 to a size 12. She has to try everything on, and sometimes none of it fits. 

“I have fat thighs,” Maurer said during a recent shopping trip at the Hamilton Mall in Mays Landing. “So the waist is always too big and the 

While both men and women share in this struggle to find the perfect fit, large men often have an easier time shopping than larger women. 
who sport broad shoulders and bulging necks. The plus-sized woman usually has to resort to catalog shopping.

“Right now I would kill for a decent pair of khaki pants,” said Brette Sember, a plus-size woman and author of “Your Plus-Size Pregnancy.” “Go to 

“I hate having to order online or through the mail because you never know what will fit,” Sember added. “And then you end up paying not only 

Plus-sized maternity clothes are almost non-existent. Friends encouraged Sember to just wear her husband's clothes or to purchase 

“You don't want to buy clothes that are a bigger size because you are not that size,” Sember said. “The worst thing is that feeling that people 
you're pregnant.”

Fashion trends can be a saving grace. The recent trend of calf-length pants has been a godsend for taller women who have trouble finding pants 
what's available. Shorter women are sent to the junior departments to try and find something professional amid the sea of butterflies and 
dragging on the floor. Larger shoppers are stuck spending money on tailors and shopping at specialty stores including Lane Bryant or 

“It's more of a nuisance than something to be ashamed of,” said Tom Cowart, assistant manager of Casual Male XL in Mays Landing. “While it's 
the way for a special store.”

There are a few retailers out there who are beginning to realize the value of this niche market.

“Speaking from personal experience I've found that retailers like Target and Wal-Mart are getting up there,” Cowart said. “I'm staring to 

Steven Canora, senior assistant at Ann Taylor Loft in the Hamilton Mall, says that the store is continuing to keep its petite line of 

And as far as the pregnant shopper is concerned, Sember says designers are starting to notice the plus-sized market. Former plus-size model 
bbmaternity.com.

“A lot of women shop on eBay, Sember said. “And there is an online plus-sized maternity trading swap board as well that some women use.”

It's rough to live outside the clothing charts. But it's something that people such as Forsman have learned to deal with.

“Just give me a triple XL sweatshirt, a pair of sandals and a bathing suit and I'm happy,” said Forsman, who spends most of the year wearing 

To e-mail Courtney McCann at The Press:

CMcCann@pressofac.com
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